
Municipalité de / Municipality of Val Rita-Harty
November 18, 2025 -  Regular  - 06:00 PM

1 Appel à l'ordre/Called To Order

The Regular Meeting of Council was called to order at _______p.m.

2 Reconnaissance des terres traditionnelles/Traditional Land Acknowledgement

3 Récit de la mission et de la vision de la municipalité/Recital of the Municipal Mission
and Vision Statement

4 Adoption de l'ordre du jour/Approval of Agenda

THAT Council adopts the agenda as circulated.

5 Déclarations d'intérêts divergents (pécuniaires)/Declarations of Disqualifying Interest
(Pecuniary)

6 Discours du maire/Mayor's Address

7 Délégations/présentations/Delegations/Presentations

8 Session de travail du Comité plénier/Committee of the Whole Working Session

9 Approbation du procès-verbal de la (des) dernière(s) réunion(s)/Approval of the Minutes
of the Most Recent Meeting (s)

THAT the minutes of the Regular Council meeting of October 21, 2025 be adopted as

circulated.

   October 21, 2025 Regular Minutes of Council

10 Orientations du Conseil pour la réunion précédente/Council Direction From The
Previous Meeting

10.1 MPP G. Bourgouin - Chad's Law

WHEREAS residents of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty and all users of Highway 11

and Highway 17, the only transportation highways linked to our Northern Ontario

communities, consider travel along these corridors to be unsafe and challenging,

particularly during the winter months;

AND WHEREAS Highway 11 and 17 serve as the only transportation corridors for the

movement of people, goods and services and continue to pose a significant threat to

public safety, often cutting access to vital health services and real-time economic

development activities;

AND WHEREAS the Private Member’s Bill 49, the Northern Highway 11 and 17 Safety

Act, 2025 presented by MPP Guy Bourgouin was defeated despite the clear need and
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united support from communities;

AND WHEREAS MPP Guy Bourgouin is re-tabling legislation – Chad’s Law (Enforcing

Safer Passing), 2025 which would amend the Highway Traffic Act to prohibit passing

on double solid yellow lines to prevent dangerous head-on and evasive measure

collisions and save lives on our roads;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Val Rita-Harty Council considers it critical to

continue working with the Government of Ontario to act on highway safety;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipality of Val Rita Harty hereby

supports the Private Member’s Bill , being “An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act to

prohibit passing on a highway painted with double solid yellow lines”, entitled Chad’s

Law (Enforcing Safer Passing), 2025;

AND BE IT FURTHERMORE RESOLVED that all Members of the Ontario Legislature

vote in support of the bill.

  Letter from MPP G. Bourgouin re: Chad's Law
  MPP Guy Bourgouin - Chad's Law (Enforcing Safer Passing), 2025

10.2 Timmins Victor M. Power Airport reduced service

WHEREAS residents of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty, along with our neighbouring

communities in Northeastern Ontario, depend on reliable air passenger services from

the Timmins Victor M. Power Airport, be it for personal, health or economic

development purposes;

AND WHEREAS any reduction in this critical transportation service would also result

in a negative impact on not only production but also in terms of supply and demand of

goods, the mobility of employees and planning of initiatives;

AND WHEREAS air services at the Timmins Victor M. Power Airport are essential

flight connections for individuals travelling for required specialized medical

professionals and services which are not available close to home;

NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipality of Val Rita Harty supports

the City of Timmins in its’ opposition to any reduction in scheduled flights at the

Timmins Victor M. Power Airport;

AND THAT this resolution be forwarded to City of Timmins Mayor Michelle Boileau, Air

Canada, Porter Airlines, Gaetan Malette- MP for Kapuskasing-Timmins-

Mushkegowuk; Honourable George Pirie – MPP for Timmins and Minister of Northern

Economic Development and Growth; Guy Bourgouin, MPP for Mushkegowuk-James

Bay; Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM); the Northeastern

Ontario Municipal Association (NEOMA); Northern Corridor Chamber of Commerce

and the Timmins Chamber of Commerce.

  City of Timmins - Timmins Victor M. Power Airport reduced service

11 Affaires législatives/Legislative Matters
11.1 Bylaw 1223-25 - Being a Bylaw to enter into an Agreement with the Province of

Ontario for the Ontario FireSmart Communities Transfer Pay Program 2025-2027

THAT By-law No. 1223-25 being a bylaw to enter into agreement with the Province of
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Ontario for the Ontario FireSmart Communities Transfer Payment Program 2025-2027

is hereby read and adopted this 18th day of November, 2025.

  Bylaw 1223-25
11.2 Bylaw 1224-25 - Being a Bylaw to Authorize the Use of Internet and Telephone Voting

for the 2026 Municipal and School Board Elections

THAT Bylaw No.1224-25 being a Bylaw to Authorize the use of Internet and

Telephone Voting for the 2026 Municipal and School Board elections is hereby read

and adopted this 18th day of November, 2025.

  Bylaw 1224-25
11.3 Consent Agenda (includes items of correspondence not requiring administrative

reports/action, Committee reports not requiring any action by Council. Matters that are
for information purposes only.

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council receive the November 18, 2025

Consent Agenda items as listed:

1. Northeastern Public Heath Board of Health minutes of September 25, 2025

meeting;

2. FONOM, sharing final report on Internal Migration to Northern Ontario;

3. Kapuskasing Local Citizens’ Committee minutes of October 8, 2025 meeting,

including attachments pertaining to mapping, slash pile burning and tree planting;

and

4. MECP regarding Environmental Registry of Ontario, seeking feedback with respect

to conservation authorities.

  NEPH Minutes of September 25, 2025
  FONOM, Final Report on Internal Migration to Northern Ontario
  Kapuskasing Local Citizens' Committee Minutes of October 8, 2025
  LCC Mapping
  LCC 2025 Slash Pile Burning
  LCC 2025 Tree Planting
  MECP seeking feedback - Conservation Authorities

11.3.1 Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) Allocation-For Information

THAT Council receive the information pertaining to the 2026 Ontario Municipal

Partnership Funding allocation.

  OMPF - Letter to Head of Council
  OMPF - Letter to Treasurer
  OMPF - Cash Flow Notice
  Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) Allocation-For Information 1

11.4 Town of Kapuskasing Resolution Support

WHEREAS the Council for the Town of Kapuskasing is strongly urging the Provincial

Government to make the Northern Ontario Resource Development Support (NORDS)

a permanent program for Northern communities;

AND WHEREAS Council for the Township of Val Rita-Harty considers the pilot project
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program as having been successful having permitted municipalities to acquire funding

from grant and infrastructure programs to advance capital projects;

AND WHEREAS the Township has utilized the NORDS funding for much needed road

infrastructure work which would not have been possible without the NORDS funding;

AND WHEREAS Council for the Township of Val Rita-Harty considers the continuation

of the NORDS program as a vital funding source and transition to permanent status

would be of immense benefit relieving financial pressures, resulting in the ability to

plan and undertake major capital infrastructure works in a fiscally sound manner;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council for the Township of Val Rita-Harty

supports the Kapuskasing resolution and strongly urges the Provincial Government to

make the Northern Ontario Resource Development Support a permanent funding

program;

AND FURTHERMORE, Council supports the principle of stacking funding from

multiple grant and infrastructure programs to advance the capital works required in the

Municipality and requests flexibility from senior levels of government to enable flexible

financial planning and timely delivery of critical municipal infrastructure projects;

AND FURTHERMORE that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of

Northern Development Economic Development and Growth, the Minister of

Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation

and Parks, the Minister of Infrastructure, Job Creation and Trade, the Minister of

Natural Resources, the Associate Minister of Forestry and Forest Products, the

Minister of Energy and Mines, the Minister of Rural Affairs,  MPP Guy Bourgouin, the

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Federation of Northern Ontario

Municipalities (FONOM), Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA),

Northeastern Ontario Municipal Association (NEOMA) Rural Ontario Municipal

Association (ROMA) and the Town of Kapuskasing.

  Town of Kapuskasing - NORDS Resolution Recommendation Report
  Town of Kapuskasing Resolution -NORDS

11.5 City of Dryden-Resolution support-Survive-to-Swim

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council supports the resolution from the City

of Dryden urging the Minister of Education to incorporate mandatory water safety and

Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school curriculum for all Ontario students.

  City of Dryden-Resolution support-Survive-to-Swim Recommendation Report
  City of Dryden-Resolution support-Survive-to-Swim

11.6 Peterborough County Resolution Support

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council does hereby support the resolution

from Peterborough County Council in urging the Provincial Government to re-instate

the eligibility for curbside blue box collection January 1, 2026 for non-profit

organizations, such as food banks.

  Peterborough County Resolution Support Recommendation Report
  Peterborough County Request for Resolution Support
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11.7 NOW Association request for Resolution Support

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council does hereby support the resolution

from the Northern Ontario Women’s Association in urging the Provincial Government

to protect women’s rights, leadership and environmental health.

  NOW Association request for Resolution Support  Recommendation Report
  NOW Association request for Resolution support

12 Affaires administratives/Administrative Matters
12.1 Dillon Consulting - Landfill Site Monitoring

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council acknowledges that it has read the

Terms of Engagement and authorizes Dillon Consulting Ltd. to proceed with the work

described in the Offer of Services letter for the Township of Val Rita-Harty Landfill Site

at a cost of $15,000 (excluding applicable taxes) and FURTHERMORE authorizes the

Treasurer to execute the Agreement for Professional Services.

  Dillon Consulting - Landfill Site Monitoring  Recommendation Report
  Dillon Consulting 2026 Landfill Site Monitoring Workplan

12.2 Intelivote Systems Inc.

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council authorize the Deputy Clerk to enter

into an agreement with Intelivote Systems Inc. for Internet and Telephone Voting

(eVoting) at a cost of $4,313 (plus applicable taxes).

  Intelivote Systems Inc. Recommendation Report
12.3 NORDS Project-Amendment to Budget

THAT Council approve the use of $118,838.10 of NORDS funding for gravel on rural

roads using the 2025 tendered rates; and 

THAT the Treasurer be authorized to utilize the NORDS funding from the reserve and

from 2025 NORDS outstanding funding to be received; and

THAT the remaining project costs be taken from the 2025 general account to cover

the expense; and

FURTHERMORE that the 2025 budget be amended to reflect this project.

  NORDS Project-Amendment to Budget

13 Questions relatives à l'encadrement/Leadership Issues

14 Huis clos/Closed Session

THAT Council does now move into Closed Meeting Session at ___________p.m.

pursuant to the Municipal Act Section 239(2) to consider (b) personnel matters about

an identifiable individual, (e) litigation or potential litigation, including matters before

administrative tribunals, affecting the municipality or local board and (f) advice that is

subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications necessary for that

purpose.

1. Legal matter

2. Property Matter(s)
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15 Report from Closed Session

The Township of Val Rita Harty Council arose from Closed Session at _______p.m.

and reported the following:

Council met in Closed Session pursuant to the Municipal Act Section 239(2) to

consider (b) personnel matters about an identifiable individual, (e) litigation or potential

litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting the municipality or

local board and (f) advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including

communications necessary for that purpose. Council directed _________________

16 Calendrier/Calendar
16.1 ROMA Conference

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council approves the attendance of Mayor

Baril and Councillor _____________ to the ROMA conference being held in Toronto

January 18-20, 2026.

  ROMA Conference 1

17 Confirmation des procédures/Confirmation of Proceedings

THAT Bylaw No.1225-25 being a Bylaw to Confirm the Proceedings of Council on this

18th day of November, 2025 is hereby read and adopted.

  Confirmation des procédures/Confirmation of Proceedings

18 Ajournement/Adjournment

That this Regular Meeting of Council be adjourned at ________ p.m.
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Municipalité de / Municipality of Val Rita-Harty 

Meeting Minutes 
Regular  October 21, 2025 - 06:00 PM 

Membres/Members:        Johanne Baril – Maire/Mayor 
                                                   Angele Beauvais – Conseillere/Councillor 
                                                   Roger Lachance – Conseiller/Councillor 
                                                   Steven Lambert – Conseiller/Councillor 
                                                   Alain Tremblay – Conseiller/Councillor 

Employees:                        Barbara Major - Deputy Clerk - Virtual 
                                                 Leanne Crozier – Treasurer – Virtual 

 
Others:                                 Peggy Young Lovelace – E4m -Virtual 
                                                 Daniel Gagnon – E4m 
                                                 Josh Young – E4m – Virtual 

 

Public:                                    3 

 

1 Appel à l'ordre/Called To Order 

The Regular meeting of Council was called to order at 6:03 p.m. 

2 Reconnaissance des terres traditionnelles/Traditional Land 
Acknowledgement 

  
In the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation, the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty 
respectfully acknowledges that it was established on the homelands of First 
Nations and Métis Peoples. The municipal buildings we occupy are located on 
Mushkegowuk Nation territory, governed by Mushkegowuk Council representing 
several Cree First Nations along the James Bay coast and inland regions. 
Communities include Moose Cree First Nation, Fort Albany First Nation, 
Attawapiskat First Nation, Kashechewan First Nation, Chapleau Cree First Nation, 
Taykwa Tagamou Nation, and Missanabie Cree First Nation. 
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Beyond a land acknowledgement, we understand that reconciliation is a practice. 
We gratefully respect and seek insight from Elders and Knowledge Keepers who 
generously share their gifts and teachings with us so that we may better 
understand and honour their wisdom. As we work to increase awareness in our 
non-Indigenous community, the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty will continue to 
practice reconciliation by listening, learning, and fostering a culture of mutual 
respect and trust. 
  

3 Récit de la mission et de la vision de la municipalité/Recital of the Municipal 
Mission and Vision Statement 

Vision Statement 
The Municipality of Val Rita-Harty envisions a vibrant, inclusive community where 
residents of all backgrounds thrive together in a safe, affordable environment. 
Guided by a spirit of unity and sustainability, we aim to be a model of small-town 
living with a stable economy, sufficient housing for all, and the capacity to grow 
while preserving our unique charm and fostering a deep sense of belonging. 
 
Mission Statement 
Our mission is to ensure that Val Rita-Harty remains a welcoming, diverse, and 
dynamic municipality. We are dedicated to: Maintaining a safe and affordable 
place to live for residents of all ages and backgrounds. Supporting economic 
stability and sustainable growth through strategic planning and partnerships. 
Providing accessible housing and essential services to meet the needs of our 
growing population. Fostering a strong sense of community through engagement, 
collaboration, and shared values. Together, we strive to build a future that 
balances progress and tradition, making Val Rita-Harty a place everyone is proud 
to call home. 

4 Adoption de l'ordre du jour/Approval of Agenda 
Res. # 25-131 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Steven Lambert 

THAT Council adopts the agenda as circulated. 

CARRIED 

5 Déclarations d'intérêts divergents (pécuniaires)/Declarations of Disqualifying 
Interest (Pecuniary) 

None declared. 

6 Discours du maire/Mayor's Address 

Nil  
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7 Délégations/présentations/Delegations/Presentations 

Nil 

8 Session de travail du Comité plénier/Committee of the Whole Working 
Session 

Budget Variance Report 

Council reviewed the budget variance report as of September 30, 2025 
(unreconciled). The Treasurer informed Council that as part of budget discussion, 
the functional categories will be discussed at the November regular Council 
meeting. 

  

9 Approbation du procès-verbal de la (des) dernière(s) réunion(s)/Approval of 
the Minutes of the Most Recent Meeting (s) 
Res. # 25-132 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

THAT the following minutes be adopted as circulated: 

• August 26, 2025 Special Meeting of Council; 

• September 2, 2025 Special Meeting of Council; 

• September 22, 2025 Public Meeting; 

• September 22, 2025 Special Meeting of Council;  

• September 23, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council (as amended); 

• September 24, 2025 Special Meeting of Council; and 

• October 2, 2025 Special Meeting of Council.                                             CARRIED 

10 Orientations du Conseil pour la réunion précédente/Council Direction From 
the Previous Meeting 

Nil 

11 Affaires législatives/Legislative Matters 

11.1 Bylaw to retroactively approve decisions made on July 9, 2025 
Res. # 25-133 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 

THAT Bylaw No. 1221-25 being a bylaw to retroactively approve decisions made on 
July 9, 2025 is hereby read and adopted. 

CARRIED 
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11.2 To amend Bylaw No. 1210-25, to Authorize Signing Authority 
Res. # 25-134 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 

AS AMENDED: 
THAT Bylaw No. 1210-25, being a bylaw to authorize signing authority for the 
Municipality be amended as follows: 

• Schedule "A", addition of Councillor Steven Lambert; and 

• Schedule "B"  addition of the Working Foreman, only as necessary under 
extreme circumstances, with a member of Council being the other signatory. 

CARRIED 

11.3 Municipal Drinking Water Licence Renewal 2026-2031 - Financial Plan 
Res. # 25-135 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

THAT Council adopts the 2026-2031 Municipal Drinking Water Financial Plan as 
presented. 

CARRIED 

12 Affaires administratives/Administrative Matters 

12.1 Committee Appointments 
Res. # 25-136 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

THAT Councillor Steven Lambert be appointed to the North Centennial Manor 
Board of Directors and to the Cochrane Provincial Offences Act (POA) Board of 
Directors for 2025-26. 

CARRIED 

12.2 2026 Municipal & School Board Elections 
Res. # 25-137 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

THAT Council receive the Staff Report Admin.2025-October 21, 2025 entitled 2026 
Municipal Elections - Method of Selection; THAT Council approve Internet and 
Telephone Voting as a method of voting for the 2026 Municipal and School Board 
Elections and FURTHERMORE that Staff be directed to prepare the necessary 
bylaws and contracts. 

CARRIED 
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12.3 Northern Corridor Chamber Shop Local Campaign 
Res. # 25-138 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Steven Lambert 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 

THAT the report regarding the Northern Corridor Chamber Shop Local Campaign 
be received and THAT the Treasurer be authorized to contribute $250 to the 
Northern Corridor Chamber of Commerce shop local campaign. 

CARRIED 

12.4 Consent Agenda Matters 
Res. # 25-139 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 

THAT the following Consent Agenda Items be received by Council: 
1.  Hon. Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General, informing Council of the 2026 Policing 
Costs Increase Cap, excluding costs related to any service enhancements; 
2.  Guy Bourgouin, MPP, requesting support for the Private Member's Bill "Northern 
Highway 11 and 17 Safety Act"; and 
3.  City of Timmins, formally opposing any reduction in scheduled air flights at the 
Timmins Victor M. Power Airport.  
Council directed that staff prepare resolutions of support for Items #2 and #3 for 
the next Regular meeting of Council. 

CARRIED 

13 Questions relatives à l'encadrement/Leadership Issues 

Nil 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huis clos/Closed Session 
Res. # 25-140 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 

THAT Council does now move into Closed Session at 6:43 p.m. pursuant to 
the  Municipal Act Section 239(2) (b) personal matters about an identifiable 
individual, (d) labour relations or employee negotiations and (f) advice that is 
subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications for that purpose to 
consider: 
1.  Confidential Personnel matters 
2.  Confidential Legal matters 

CARRIED 
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15 Report from Closed Session 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

Council arose from Closed Session at 7:44 p.m. and reported the following: 
Council met in Closed Session pursuant to the  Municipal Act Section 239(2) (b) 
personal matters about an identifiable individual, (d) labour relations or employee 
negotiations, and (f) advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including 
communications for that purpose to consider confidential personnel matters and 
confidential legal matters. Council gave direction to E4m regarding legal matters 
and personnel matters. 

CARRIED 

16 Calendrier/Calendar 
Res. # 25-141 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Steven Lambert 

THAT Council approves the date change for the December Regular Meeting of 
Council to December 9, 2025. 

CARRIED 

17 Confirmation des procédures/Confirmation of Proceedings 
Res. # 25-142 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Roger Lachance 

THAT Council for the Township of Val Rita-Harty hereby approves the Confirmatory 
Bylaw No.1222 this 21st day of October, 2025. 

CARRIED 

18 Ajournement/Adjournment 
Res. # 25-143 
PROPOSÉE PAR / MOVED BY:  Councillor Alain Tremblay 
APPUYÉE PAR / SECONDED BY:  Councillor Angèle Beauvais 

THAT this Regular meeting of Council be adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

CARRIED 

 
 

 
_____________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Mayor                                                                                   Deputy Clerk 
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November 7, 2025 
 

Mayor Johanne Baril  
Municipality of Val Rita-Harty  
106 Government Road P.O. Box 100 
Val Rita-Harty, ON P0L 2G0 

Dear Mayor Baril,   

I want to extend my sincere thanks for your ongoing advocacy and support for improving safety 
on Northern Ontario highways. Our communities know all too well the dangers that come with 
long distances, harsh weather, and heavy transport traffic. Your voice has been vital in pushing 
for long-overdue improvements.  

Recently, our Private Member’s Bill 49 — The Northern Highways 11 & 17 Safety Act — was 
brought forward with the strong backing of municipalities across the North. Unfortunately, the 
Conservative Government voted against the bill, despite the clear need and the united support 
from communities like yours.  

But the fight for safer highways is far from over.  

I will be re-tabling legislation — Chad’s Law (Enforcing Safer Passing), 2025 — which would 
amend the Highway Traffic Act to prohibit passing on double solid yellow lines. This common-
sense measure aims to prevent dangerous collisions and save lives on our roads.  

Once again, Northern voices will need to be heard loud and clear.  

I’m asking for your continued partnership as we move ahead with this bill and continue pushing 
the government to take action on highway safety. Together, we can ensure the concerns of 
Northern municipalities cannot be ignored any longer.  

Thank you again for standing with us — and with the families who rely on these roads every 
single day. I look forward to continuing this important work together.  

Sincerely,  

  

Guy Bourgouin, MPP  
Mushkegowuk-James Bay  
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Le 7 novembre 2025 
 

Mairesse Johanne Baril  
Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty  
106 Government Road P.O. Box 100 
Val Rita-Harty, ON P0L 2G0 

Mairesse Baril,   

Je tiens à vous exprimer ma sincère gratitude pour votre engagement constant et votre soutien 
visant à améliorer la sécurité routière sur les autoroutes du Nord de l’Ontario. Nos 
communautés connaissent trop bien les dangers liés aux longues distances, aux conditions 
climatiques difficiles et au transport lourd. Votre voix joue un rôle essentiel pour obtenir des 
améliorations attendues depuis trop longtemps.  

Récemment, notre projet de loi 49 — Loi sur la sécurité des routes 11 et 17 du Nord — a été 
présenté avec l’appui solide des municipalités du Nord. Malheureusement, le gouvernement 
conservateur a voté contre ce projet de loi, malgré des besoins évidents et un soutien municipal 
unanime de la région.  

Mais la lutte pour des routes plus sécuritaires est loin d’être terminée.  

Je m’apprête à déposer de nouveau un projet de loi — Loi Chad de 2025 (pour des 
dépassements plus sécuritaires) — afin de modifier le Code de la route pour interdire les 
dépassements lorsqu’ils nécessitent de franchir une double ligne jaune continue. Cette mesure 
de bon sens vise à prévenir des collisions graves et à sauver des vies.  

Encore une fois, les voix du Nord devront se faire entendre haut et fort.  

Je sollicite votre partenariat continu alors que nous poursuivons nos efforts et que nous 
pressons le gouvernement d’agir en matière de sécurité routière. Ensemble, nous pouvons faire 
en sorte que les préoccupations des municipalités du Nord ne soient plus ignorées.  

Merci encore pour votre appui — ainsi que pour celui envers les familles qui dépendent de ces 
routes chaque jour. Au plaisir de poursuivre ce travail important avec vous.  

Cordialement,   

  

Guy Bourgouin, Député  
Mushkegowuk-Baie James  
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Private Member’s Bill Projet de loi de député 

MOTION FOR FIRST READING 

 

Mr. G. Bourgouin  

 

 

MOTION DE PREMIÈRE LECTURE 

 

M. G. Bourgouin  

 

 

 

I move that leave be given to introduce a 

Bill entitled 

 

 

Je propose qu’il soit permis de déposer un 

projet de loi intitulé 

 

“An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act 

to prohibit passing on a highway painted 

with double solid yellow lines” 

«Loi modifiant le Code de la route en vue 

d'interdire les dépassements sur une voie 

publique avec une double ligne jaune 

continue» 

 

and that it now be read the first time. 

 

et que ce texte soit maintenant lu une 

première fois. 

  
  

 

 

 

………………………………………………………. 

Bill no. No du projet de loi 

 

 

………………………………………………………. 

First Reading Date Date de la première lecture 

 

 

………………………………………………………. 

Clerk’s Signature Signature du greffier 
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Chad’s Law (Enforcing Safer Passing), 2025 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

 

Section 148 of the Highway Traffic Act is amended to prohibit passing or attempting to pass 

another vehicle going in the same direction on a highway if doing so would require the crossing 

of double solid yellow lines painted on the roadway. Every person who contravenes this 

prohibition is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to a fine of $400 and three or more 

demerit points. 
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Bill 2025 

 

 

An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act to prohibit passing on a highway painted with 
double solid yellow lines 

His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of 

Ontario, enacts as follows: 

 1.  Section 148 of the Highway Traffic Act is amended by adding the following 

subsections: 

 

Double solid yellow lines 

 (9)  No person in charge of a vehicle shall pass or attempt to pass another vehicle going in 

the same direction on a highway if doing so would require the crossing of double solid yellow 

lines painted on the roadway. 

 

Offence 

 (10)  Every person who contravenes subsection (9) is guilty of an offence and on conviction 

is liable to, 

 

 (a) a fine of $400; and 

 

 (b) three or more demerit points under Ontario Regulation 339/94 (Demerit Point System) 

made under this Act. 

 

Commencement 

 2.  This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent. 

 

Short title 

 3.  The short title of this Act is Chad’s Law (Enforcing Safer Passing), 2025. 
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Loi Chad de 2025 (pour des dépassements plus sécuritaires) 

NOTE EXPLICATIVE 

 

L’article 148 du Code de la route est modifié afin d’interdire le dépassement ou les tentatives de 

dépassement d’un autre véhicule circulant dans le même sens sur une voie publique si cette 

manœuvre nécessiterait le franchissement d’une double ligne jaune continue peinte sur la 

chaussée. Quiconque contrevient à cette interdiction est coupable d’une infraction et passible, 

sur déclaration de culpabilité, d’une amende de 400 $ et de l’inscription de trois points 

d’inaptitude ou plus. 
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Projet de loi 2025 

 

 

Loi modifiant le Code de la route en vue d’interdire les dépassements sur une voie 
publique avec une double ligne jaune continue 

Sa Majesté, sur l’avis et avec le consentement de l’Assemblée législative de la province de 

l’Ontario, édicte : 

 

 1.  L’article 148 du Code de la route est modifié par adjonction des paragraphes 

suivants : 

 

Double ligne jaune continue 

 (9)  Quiconque a la charge d’un véhicule ne doit ni dépasser ni tenter de dépasser un autre 

véhicule circulant dans le même sens sur une voie publique si cette manœuvre nécessiterait le 

franchissement d’une double ligne jaune continue peinte sur la chaussée. 

 

Infraction 

 (10)  Quiconque contrevient au paragraphe (9) est coupable d’une infraction et passible, sur 

déclaration de culpabilité, des peines suivantes : 

 

 a) une amende de 400 $; 

 

 b) l’inscription de trois points d’inaptitude ou plus sous le régime du Règlement de 

l’Ontario 339/94 (Demerit Point System) pris en vertu de la présente loi. 

 

Entrée en vigueur 

 2.  La présente loi entre en vigueur le jour où elle reçoit la sanction royale. 

 

Titre abrégé 

 3.  Le titre abrégé de la présente loi est Loi Chad de 2025 (pour des dépassements plus 

sécuritaires). 
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The Corporation of the City of Timmins

RESOLUTION

Moved by Councillor Curley 25- 313

Seconded by Councillor Gvozdanovic

WHEREAS the Timmins Victor M. Power Airport serves as a critical transportation hub for the

City of Timmins and surrounding communities, facilitating not only personal travel but the
economic and operational functions of several key industries;

AND WHEREAS the mining sector and other resource- based industries in Northern Ontario rely
heavily on regular, accessible commercial flights to transport employees, contractors, and
consultants;

AND WHEREAS a reduction in flight service will have an adverse impact on economic

productivity, operational planning, and employee mobility for these industries;

AND WHEREAS the residents of Timmins and surrounding areas depend on flight services not
only for business and vacation travel, but also for access to specialized medical services that
are not available locally;

AND WHEREAS, any reduction in air service negatively affects the ability to access essential
services, employment opportunities, and economic development, and where frequent

cancellations or lack of regular service disrupt scheduled events or necessary travel for
residents, businesses, and industries that depend on reliable air transportation:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Timmins formally opposes any
reduction in scheduled flights at the Timmins Victor M. Power Airport;

AND THAT this resolution be forwarded to Air Canada, Porter Airlines, the Right Honourable

Prime Minister, the Honourable Premier, MP Mallette, The Honourable George Pire MPP

Timmins. NEOMA and the Timmins Chamber of Commerce.

CARRIED

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

OF RESOLUTION 25- 313

Step Palmateer, City Clerk Date: September 16, 2025

City of Timmins - Timmins Victor M. Power Airport ... | Page - 2410.2 Timmins Victor M. Power Airport reduced service



THE CORPORATION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF VAL RITA HARTY 
 
 

BYLAW NUMBER 1223-25 

 
BEING A BYLAW TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

FOR THE ONTARIO FIRESMART COMMUNITIES TRANSFER PAYMENT 
PROGRAM 2025-2027 

 
Legal Authority  
 
Scope of Powers 
Section 42 (1) (b) of the Municipal Elections Act, S.O. 1996, as amended, provides that the 
Council of a local municipality may pass bylaws authorizing electors to use an alternative 
voting method, such as voting by mail or by telephone, that does not require electors to 
attend a voting place in order to vote. 
 
Section 8(1) of the Municipal Act¸ 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, (“Municipal Act”) as amended, 
provides that the powers of a municipality shall be interpreted broadly so as to confer broad 
authority on municipalities to enable them to govern their affairs as they consider 
appropriate, and to enhance their ability to respond to municipal issues. 
 
Powers of a Natural Person 
Section 9 of the Municipal Act provides that a municipality has the capacity, rights, powers 
and privileges of a natural person for the purpose of exercising its authority under this or 
any other Act. 
 
Powers Exercised by Council 
Section 5 (1) of the Municipal Act provides that the powers of a municipality shall be 
exercised by its Council 
 
Powers Exercised by By-law 
Section 5(3) of the Municipal Act provides that a municipal power, including a municipality’s 
capacity, rights, powers and privileges under section 9, shall be exercised by bylaw unless 
the municipality is specifically authorized to do otherwise. 

 
Preamble 
WHEREAS Council for the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty deems it expedient to enter into 
an agreement with His Majesty the King in right of Ontario, as represented by the Hon. 
Mike Harris, Minister of Natural Resources, (hereinafter referred to as Province of Ontario) 
for the Ontario FireSmart Communities Transfer Payment Program, 2025-2027, as per the 
attached agreement. 

 
Decision/Direction 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council for the Municipality of Val Rita Harty directs as follows: 
 
1. THAT the Mayor and Treasurer are hereby designated as signing officers and are 

authorized to execute the Ontario FireSmart Communities Transfer Payment Program 
between the Corporation of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty and the Province of 
Ontario. 
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2. THAT the attached Agreement identified as Schedule “A”, forms part of this bylaw. 

 
3. This Bylaw takes effect on the day of its final passing 
 

 

 

Read and adopted by Resolution 25-148 this 18th Day of November, 2025 

 

___________________________           ___________________________ 
Mayor      Deputy Clerk 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF VAL RITA HARTY 
 
 

BYLAW NUMBER 1224-25 

 
BEING A BYLAW TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF INTERNET AND TELEPHONE 

VOTING FOR THE 2026 MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

 
Legal Authority  
 
Scope of Powers 
Section 42 (1) (b) of the Municipal Elections Act, S.O. 1996, as amended, provides that the 
Council of a local municipality may pass bylaws authorizing electors to use an alternative 
voting method, such as voting by mail or by telephone, that does not require electors to 
attend at a voting place in order to vote. 
 
Section 42 (2) of the Act provides that a bylaw passed related to vote and vote-counting 
equipment and alternative voting methods applies to a regular election if the bylaw is 
passed on or before May 1 in the year of the election. 
 
Section 8(1) of the Municipal Act¸ 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, (“Municipal Act”) as amended, 
provides that the powers of a municipality shall be interpreted broadly so as to confer broad 
authority on municipalities to enable them to govern their affairs as they consider 
appropriate, and to enhance their ability to respond to municipal issues. 
 
Powers of a Natural Person 
Section 9 of the Municipal Act provides that a municipality has the capacity, rights, powers 
and privileges of a natural person for the purpose of exercising its authority under this or 
any other Act. 
 
Powers Exercised by Council 
Section 5 (1) of the Municipal Act provides that the powers of a municipality shall be 
exercised by its Council 
 
Powers Exercised by By-law 
Section 5(3) of the Municipal Act provides that a municipal power, including a municipality’s 
capacity, rights, powers and privileges under section 9, shall be exercised by bylaw unless 
the municipality is specifically authorized to do otherwise. 

 
Preamble 
WHEREAS Council for the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty on October 21, 2025, by means of 
Resolution #25-137, approved alternative voting for the 2026 Municipal and School Board 
Elections; 
 
AND WHEREAS Council for the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty deems it expedient to 
provide Internet and Telephone Voting, as it is an inclusive option which effectively serves 
all residents in terms of greater accessibility enabling all electors to exercise their 
democratic rights. 
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Decision/Direction 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council for the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty directs as follows: 
 
1. THAT Council for the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty authorizes Internet and Telephone 

Voting for the 2026 Municipal and School Board elections. 
 

2. As this Bylaw authorizes the use of alternative voting methods, Section 43 of the 
Municipal Elections Act (advance votes) and Section 44 (voting proxies)  does not 
apply. 

 
3. Any previous Bylaw inconsistent with this Bylaw is hereby repealed. 

 
4. This Bylaw takes effect on the day of its final passing 
 

 

 

Read and adopted by Resolution 25-149 this 18th Day of November, 2025 

 

___________________________           ___________________________ 
Mayor      Deputy Clerk 
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MINUTES 

Northeastern Public Health Board of Health 
Regular Meeting held on September 25, 2025 at 4:00 PM 

Microsoft Teams 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL 

Board of Health Members 
Mark Wilson   Temiskaming Shores 

 Andrew Marks   City of Timmins 
 Jeff Laferriere    Temiskaming Shores 
 Carol Lowery   Rural South: Armstrong, Brethour, Casey, Cobalt, Coleman, 

Harley, Harris, Hilliard, Hudson, Kerns, Latchford, Temagami, 
Thornloe  

Paul Kelly   Rural Central South: Charlton & Dack, Chamberlain, Englehart, 
Evanturel, Gauthier, James, Larder Lake, McGarry, 
Matachewan 

Marc Dupuis   Rural North: Fauquier-Strickland, Hornepayne, Hearst, Mattice 
Val Cote, Moonbeam, Opasatika, Val Rita Harty 

 Casey Owens   Kirkland Lake  
Peter Politis   Cochrane, Smooth Rock Falls   

 Savion Nakogee   Rural Far North: Moosonee, James Bay and Hudson Bay region 
 Cindy Marks-Campbell  Provincial Appointee 
 Todd Steis   Provincial Appointee 

David Lowe   Provincial Appointee  
 Tory Delaurier   Rural Central North: Iroquois Falls, Black River Matheson 
 Suzanne Perras   Provincial Appointee 

Curtis Arthur    Provincial Appointee 
 Rock Whissell   City of Timmins 
  
 Northeastern Staff Members 
 Dr. Lianne Catton  Medical Officer of Health/Chief Executive Officer 
 Randy Winters   Director of Corporate and Protection Services 
 Lori McCord   Executive Assistant 
  
 

Regrets     
 Michelle Boileau  City of Timmins 
 Gary Fortin   Kapuskasing 

Cathy Dwyer   Provincial Appointee, Resigned. Awaiting Provincial 
Confirmation 

Rosa Montico-Reimer  Director of Finance 
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NEPH Board of Health – Regular Meeting – September 25, 2025                                                       
Page 2 of 4  
  
 
  

1.1 CALL TO ORDER: Vice-Chair Wilson called the meeting to order at 4:08 pm. 
 
 

1.2 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION #41-R-2025 
Moved by: Andrew Marks  
Seconded by:  Marc Dupuis 
That the agenda for the Board of Health meeting on September 25, 2025, be 
approved.  

    CARRIED 
 
 

1.3 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE  
   None declared. 
 

 
2.0 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
2.1 NEPH BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES – June 12, 2025 

MOTION #42-R-2025 
Moved by: Paul Kelly  
Seconded by:  Jeff Laferriere 
 That the Board of Health approve the minutes for the meeting dated June 12, 2025. 

    CARRIED 
 

 
3.0 AGENDA ITEMS FOR INFORMATION, DISCUSSION, DECISION 

 
3.1 Infrastructure Update – Pine St. Timmins 

Dr. Catton provided an update of the Pine St. Timmins HVAC system, the work 
completed to date and measures taken to reduce impacts on client and patient 
services. The original RFP did not include the boiler replacement but was identified as 
necessary and urgent. The timeline for expected completion is the end of October. 
 
MOTION #43-R-2025 
Moved by: Andrew Marks   
Seconded by:  Jeff Laferriere 
That the Board of Health approve the payment of $158,327.07 to N. Lacroix Plumbing 
and Heating for the installation of the boiler system.  

    CARRIED 
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3.2 Capital Project - Timmins 
Dr. Catton presented an update of the capital project. An overview of increased 
concerns that are exacerbated by current infrastructure was shared. A project status 
update has been provided to the Ministry. A site selection study will be reviewed, and 
an overview of next steps moving forward is planned. Recruitment of a project 
manager was unsuccessful. The team is looking at other potential opportunities. A 
small Board working group will be selected to support some of the next steps in the 
capital framework application process. An email will be shared with more 
information. The Board will continue to be informed as needed. The enclosed 
presentation summarizes the main points shared for information purposes.  

 
3.3 Board Attendance Report 

The attendance report was provided to the Board for information purposes. 
 

3.4 Northern Ontario Highway Safety 
Vice Chair Wilson shared that FONOM has initiated a proposal looking at significant 
improvements in northern highways and has made a submission to the Major 
Projects Office – Building Canada Act. Dr. Catton advised that highway safety in 
Northern Ontario has been a long-standing concern for the Board, the Management 
team, and has often been flagged at local, regional, and provincial levels during local 
emergency responses. Legacy PHU had completed work on a highway safety report; 
and it is being updated to reflect NEPH. The report along with a resolution, with 
reference to the work that FONOM has put forward, will be brought forward at the 
next meeting of the Board.  
 

3.5 Board Member Attendance to Workshops/Conferences Association of  
 Local Public Health Agencies AGM Conference Updates 

Dr. Catton and Board members Perras, Marks, and Lowe attended alPHa’s AGM in 
June. Board members reported that the conference was an excellent opportunity to 
connect, participate and learn. Dr. Catton shared that Sue Perras, received an award 
from the Board of Health Section for her long-term dedication to public health. An 
important session was held on Indigenous engagement, flagging responsibilities to 
the Truth and Reconciliation Call to Action, highlighting continued need for cultural 
mindfulness training at the Board level. Dr. Catton moderated an Indigenous 
Engagement session with Dr. Nicole Blackman the Chief Operating Officer, of 
Indigenous Primary Health Care Council (IPHCC), and Leonore Tavares, Manager, 
Indigenous and Intergovernmental Unit Accountability and Liaison Branch, Office of 
the Chief Medical Officer of Health. Vice Chair Wilson congratulated Sue Perras for 
the recognition received from alPHa.  

 
4.0 MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 

Dr. Catton provided an update on the organization and shared recent highlights of services 
and programs. The enclosed presentation summarizes the main points shared for 
 information purposes. Vice Chair Wilson thanked Dr. Catton for her report.   
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5.0 NEPH MERGER-TRANSITION REPORT 
Dr. Catton provided an update on the merger transition. The enclosed presentation 
summarizes the main points shared for information purposes. Vice Chair Wilson thanked Dr. 
Catton for her report.   

 
 

6.0 CLOSED SESSION 
 

The Board went into a closed session at 5:38 pm.  
 

MOTION #44-R-2025 
Moved by: David Lowe  
Seconded by:  Andrew Marks  
THAT the Board of Health move in camera. to a closed session as outlined in the 
Ontario Municipal Act, 2001, c.25, s 239 (s) (a) security of a property (e) litigation or 
potential litigation, including matters before tribunals affecting the Board (b) 
personal matters about an identifiable individual, including Board employees. 
6.1.1 Program Update 
6.1.2 Inquest 
6.1.3 Personnel 
 

CARRIED 
 

The Board of Health rose from the closed session at 6:00 pm. 
 
MOTION #45-R-2025 
Moved by: Andrew Marks 
Seconded by:  Casey Owens  
That the Board of Health for the Northeastern Health Unit rise with report  
 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION #46-R-2025 
Moved by: Rock Whissell  
Seconded by:  Sue Perras  
That the Board of Health receive the reports for information purposes.  

 
CARRIED 

 
 

Mr. Politis and Mrs. Lowery left the meeting at 6:11 pm. 
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7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence was received for information purposes. Dr. Catton highlighted receipt of 
appointment from the Minister of Health. The budget timeline letter from the City of 
Temiskaming Shores was discussed. A historical comparison of legacy PHU and THU budget 
delivery timelines was provided with notation that budget approval has not often been 
finalized in the Fall for either legacy health unit. Due to ongoing merger complexities and 
competing challenges, the budget for 2026 will not be approved until the new year. While it 
may take a few years to get end-state merged stabilization, once there, a goal would be to 
have a budget presented to the Board in October/November annually. Administration did 
note a letter would be sent to municipalities earlier with an interim levy for 2026. The Board 
supported a letter from the Chair to the City of Temiskaming Shores addressing the timelines. 
Vice Chair Wilson highlighted the excellent recommendations and information in NEPH’s 
Submission to the third legislative review of the Tobacco and Vaping Products Act. 

 
8.0. DATES OF NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting of the Board of Health to be held on October 23, 2025 at 4:00 pm. 
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION #47-R-2025 
Moved by: Andrew Marks 
Seconded by:  Paul Kelly 
That the meeting of the Board of Health adjourns at 6:30 pm. 

 
CARRIED 

 
 
 

   Michelle Boileau, Board Chair     
   Lori McCord, Recorder 

October 23, 2025
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Kapuskasing Local Citizens’ Committee
Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, October 8th, 2025, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm in-person.

Attendance:

Bruce Newton, Chair and Kapuskasing Citizen
Laurier Guillemette, Vise-chair and Kapuskasing Citizen
Pierre Lamontagne, Municipality of Fauquier-Strickland
Réginald Manning, Municipality of Mattice-Val Côté
Roger Lachance, Municipality of Val Rita - Harty
Jim Donaldson, Moose Basin Vacations
Nicolas Isabelle, Kap Rod and Gun Club

Kevin Del Guidice, GreenFirst Forest Products
Peter Terris, GreenFirst Forest Products
Taylor Sigouin, GreenFirst Forest Products
Joshua Breau, Ministry of Natural Resources

1) Review of the Agenda

The proposed agenda for this meeting is hereby approved.

Proposed by Laurier Guillemette
Seconded by Nicolas Isabelle Carried

2) Review of previous meeting minutes, May 14th 2025, and business arising from 
the minutes.

That the minutes of the meetings held on May 14th 2025, be hereby adopted as 
presented.

Proposed by Réginald Manning
Seconded by Roger Lachance Carried

3) Plan amendments to expend Operational Road Boundaries in two locations and 
adding a township to the list of sensitive (cold water that supports trout) 
waterbodies used for water crossing applications.

GreenFirst presented an amendment that has three parts.  There are two expansions of 
Operational Road Boundaries (ORB) and the addition of a township to the list of 
sensitive townships that is used for the review of water crossings.

The first ORB expansion is on the FE35 Road.  The FE35 Road is an extension of the 
Ecclestone Road located on the West side of the Fergus Road.  The reason for the 
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expansion of the ORB is to allow GreenFirst staff to build a short detour around an area 
on the existing road that has been flood by beaver activity to support access into block 
602.

The second ORB expansion is located on the SW5 Road (winter connection) that links 
the Chain of Lakes Road to the Swanson Road.  There are multiple locations that are 
impacted by beaver activity as well as old roads that are included into the expanded 
ORB.  Providing options to detour beaver issue areas and make use of old roads or part 
of, will be beneficial for access into the small harvest blocks located between the Chain 
of Lakes and the Swanson Road.

The third item is adding a township to the list of sensitive townships that is used as a 
preliminary tool to identify sensitive water bodies known as cold water or trout bearing 
waters.  Water crossings in these areas are reviewed by the MNR biologist to make the 
determination of in-water timing restrictions.

After questions from the Kap LCC members, everyone was in agreement that the 
change proposed would be of low impact and are recommending that the amendment 
proceed as Administrative.

4) Updates - The 2025 tree planting program.
GreenFirst staff provided a presentation of the 2025 tree planting program with their 
contractor Haveman Brothers Forestry.  The program started on May 27 and ended on 
July 2.  June was an exceptionally wet month with almost double the historical average 
of rain with approx. 218 mm received over the course of the month.  The program 
planted 3.35 million trees, primarily black spruce with some white spruce and jack pine.  
The average number of trees planted per planter over the course of the program was 
2400 trees per day.  These are container stock, not bare root stock that some of the Kap 
LCC members have planted in the past!

For more detailed information, refer to the handout.

Updates – The slash pile burning program and the no hunting zones for 2025.
GreenFirst went over the Slash Pile Burning program that would be able to start on 
October 15, if the weather indices will allow it.  MNR went over the No Hunting Zones 
that are in place and will be posting the information again to the Kap LCC Facebook 
page.

Once the program is started, GreenFirst and MNR will let the members know in order to 
plan a day to go see the slash piles being ignited and burned.

For more detailed information, refer to the handout.

5) A discussion about aerial herbicide application of glyphosate.

With all of the attention that the aerial herbicide application has been getting locally and 
in Ontario this year, we had a discussion to answer questions that the Kap LCC 
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members had on the topic.  The discussion included the amount of area treated 
compared to the area harvested in the Gordon Cosens Forest; we discussed its 
application in other industries such as agriculture, hydro (line maintenance), and 
cosmetic applications (golf courses and lawns).  It was a good discussion with lots of 
questions from the members.

We discussed the possibility of have a field tour to go see some of the sites that have 
been treated next summer.

5) Round Table.

Councillors voting on a resolution initiated by Moonbeam wished they have more 
information such as what was discussed at the meeting; good meeting; good questions 
and good meeting; good information all round; glad to participate.

Meeting adjourned.

Minutes recorded and prepared by Joshua Breau.
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2025 GCF Slash Pile Burning 
Plan – October Update

October 8, 2025 LCC Meeting

Presentation by: Taylor SigouinLCC 2025 Slash Pile Burning | Page - 9211.3 Consent Agenda (includes items of correspondence n...



What is slash pile burning 
and why do we do it?

Goals:
- Reduce productive area lost to roadside slash
- Reduce fire hazard
- Improve aesthetics along roads
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• 2025 “Low Complexity Prescribed Burn Plan for Slash Pile Burning” 
• Submitted in June
• Approved by the MNR district and Fire Program - July 22
• Published online

• “No Hunting Zones” approved under the Public Lands Act – July 30

• Signs set up - late July/early August

• Secured a contractor: Haveman Brothers 

• Notifications have been sent out to stakeholders in burn areas:
• Municipalities
• Outfitters
• Hydromega 
• Landowners
• Etc.

• Burn Permit issued October 2

Updates Since Last Meeting
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No Hunting Zones
• Result of an incident during 2024 slash pile burn program

• Hunters went past “Men at Work” signs at a road entrance and 
harvested a moose near where staff were working

• We have delayed the start of the program to not interfere with opening 
weekend

• No hunting zones are separated into 2 groups to minimize impacts to 
hunters
• Group 1: No hunting from October 25, 2025 to November 8, 2025
• Group 2: No hunting from November 1, 2025 to November 15, 2025
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• Expected areas:
• Fergus Rd:

• Blk 331
• Blk 699

• South of Kap:
• Blk 659
• Blk 662
• Blk 665
• Blk 677
• Blk 550

• Fauquier area: 
• Blk 526
• Blk 531

• Values evaluation: 2km and 5km buffers (includes values on the 
ARF for Fauquier area blocks)

• Detailed maps are included in the burn plan

No Hunting: Oct 25 to Nov 8

No Hunting: Nov 1 to Nov 15

2025 Slash Pile Burning Areas
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Signage
Sign 
facing 
you as 
you enter 
the 
block:

Sign 
facing 
you as 
you exit 
the 
block:
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Group 1: No Hunting Oct 25 to Nov 8
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Group 2: No Hunting Nov 1 to Nov 15
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• Date in fire plan does not necessarily mean actual 
start date

• Considerations for actual timing: 
• risk of fire spread to adjacent cutovers is 

minimal
• indices and long-term forecast indicate safe 

burning can proceed
• contractor availability
• other forest users in areas

• Block sequence (within groupings) will be most 
influenced by wind direction relative to values

Further Details
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Comments or Questions?
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2025 GCF Tree Plant

October 8 2025 LCC Presentation
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= Tree Plant Area

= Tree Plant Camp

Start Date: May 27

End Date: July 2 

June 2025 brought us ~218mm of 
rain - almost double the historic 
average). This made access very 
challenging, and the bugs very bad!
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3.35 Million Trees Planted

78%

12%

10%

Breakdown by Species

Black Spruce

White Spruce

Jack Pine

23%

77%

Breakdown by Nursery

LMV Seedlings

PRT Seedlings

40%

60%

Breakdown by Innoculation

"Regular" Seedlings

Mycorrhizal Innoculated
Seedlings

➢ Averaged ~50 planters/day
➢ Averaged ~2400 trees/day/planter
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The Forest Community Renewal Project
June 28 2025

• Planted 10,350 spruce just off Swanson Rd.
• Community event in Riverside park with ceremonial tree plant

The Sensenbrenner Family
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Clerk

Subject: FW: Consultation on the proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of 
Ontario’s conservation authorities 

 

From: ca.office (MECP) <ca.office@ontario.ca>  
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 4:25 PM 
To: ca.office (MECP) <ca.office@ontario.ca> 
Subject: Consultation on the proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities  
 
* This message is being sent on behalf of Chloe Stuart, Assistant Deputy Minister, Land and Water Division, MECP and 
Hassaan Basit, Chief Conservation Executive, MECP * 
 
Greetings, 
 
We are writing to notify you of a policy proposal available for comment on the Environmental Registry 
of Ontario at posting #025-1257 which is part of the government’s actions to improve conservation 
authorities.  
 
We are seeking feedback on proposed boundaries for the consolidation Ontario’s 36 conservation 
authorities into regional conservation authorities, and the criteria applied to inform the proposed 
boundaries. The policy proposal notice includes maps depicting the proposed boundaries for the 
regional conservation authorities and discussion questions relevant to the planning for the future 
state.  
 
The province’s decision on the number and configuration of regional conservation authorities will be 
finalized following further technical analysis and consideration of the feedback received during this 
consultation phase. The province is also planning to consult further, at a future date, on potential 
amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act and regulations under the Act, to enable the 
consolidation of conservation authorities. 
 
No changes are proposed to the overall extent of conservation authority jurisdiction within the 
province, and under consolidation, the new regional conservation authorities would remain 
independent organizations operating with municipal governance and oversight, in accordance with 
requirements under the Conservation Authorities Act, as administered by the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks.    
 
In addition, the important work that conservation authorities do to protect people and property from 
the risks of flooding and other natural hazards will not change. Regional conservation authorities 
would continue to deliver provincially mandated programs. These include drinking water source 
protection under the Clean Water Act, managing development and other activities in areas at risk of 
natural hazards—such as floodplains, shorelines, watercourses, and wetlands—and providing flood 
forecasting and warning services. Conservation authorities would continue to manage their lands and 
recreational trails, providing Ontarians access to local natural areas and outdoor activities. Regional 
conservation authorities would also continue to be able to provide additional municipal and other 
watershed programs and services set out under the Conservation Authorities Act. Existing 
conservation authority board members would continue to serve until the expiration of their terms next 
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year, with changes to governance and structure to be initiated following municipal elections in 
October 2026.  
 
This proposal is part of broader action that Ontario is proposing to take to improve the conservation 
authority system to reduce duplicative costs, free-up resources, and better align the work of 
conservation authorities with provincial priorities on housing, infrastructure, the economy and climate 
resilience. These actions include the creation of the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency to 
provide centralized leadership and oversight of conservation authorities, proposed by the 
Government on November 6, 2025, in Bill 68, Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2025.   
 
To learn more about this proposal, a virtual information session for municipalities will be held on 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 2pm. To register for this session, please email 
ca.office@ontario.ca.  
 
The Environmental Registry comment period for posting #025-1257 will close at 11:59pm on 
December 22, 2025. Comments may be submitted through the Registry or by email to the 
conservation authorities section team at the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, via 
ca.office@ontario.ca.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Chloe Stuart    
ADM, Land and Water Division  
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
 
Hassaan Basit    
Chief Conservation Executive 
Office of the Chief Conservation Executive 
 

 
Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people 
 
Please Note: As part of providing accessible customer service, please let me know if you have any accommodation 
needs or require communication supports or alternate formats. 
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October 31, 2025 
 
Dear Head of Council: 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update on the 2026 Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund 
(OMPF).  
 
We understand the importance of the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund to communities 
across Ontario. The government is committed to supporting the economic vitality and 
sustainability of  small, northern, and rural municipalities. 
 
To support these objectives, as announced in Fall 2024, the government will invest a further $50 
million into the OMPF for the payment cycle beginning in January 2026. This brings the two-
year incremental investment to $100 million, and increases the total funding envelope to $600 
million. This continued enhancement for 2026 will once again be targeted towards small, 
northern, and rural municipalities, as well as those with a limited property tax base. This 
funding will assist municipalities in providing critical services to people across the province. 
 
With the further $50 million enhancement to the OMPF, each of the  core grant 
components will again increase in 2026. The program will remain responsive to changing 
circumstances of individual core grant recipient municipalities through annual data updates 
and related adjustments. Transitional assistance will also ensure that core grant recipient 
municipalities in northern Ontario receive at least 90 per cent of their 2025 OMPF allocation, 
while those in southern Ontario receive at least 85 per cent.  
 
In addition, starting in 2026, municipalities who are ineligible for core grants will be gradually 
phased-out of Transitional Assistance over a five-year period. This adjustment will allow for 
further investment in municipalities with measurable challenges, through the  four core 
grant components.       
 
The enhancement to the OMPF builds on the significant increases in support that the 
government is providing to municipalities, including: 

 An additional $1.6 billion investment through the Municipal Housing Infrastructure 
Program (MHIP), increasing the total investment to $4 billion; 

 

Ministry of Finance 
Office of the Minister 
Frost Building S, 7th Floor 
7  Park Crescent 
Toronto ON  M7A 1Y7 
Tel.: 416-325-0400 

Ministère des Finances 
Bureau du ministre

Édifice Frost Sud 7e étage 
7  Park Crescent 

Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 1Y7 
Tél.: 416-325-0400 

Minister of Finance | Ministre des Finances 
PETER BETHLENFALVY 
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A further $1 billion investment through the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund
(OCIF) over five years, initiated in 2022; and
An increase in annual funding for Connecting Links from $30 million to $45 million to
support municipalities in addressing critical road and bridge improvement needs,
extending the life cycle of their assets and advancing local development.

We have always been committed to working closely with our municipal partners and recognize
how important the OMPF is for many municipalities. During consultations with municipalities
over this past summer, the government heard perspectives and advice on municipal priorities
for the program. We want to thank our municipal partners for their input on the future of the
OMPF. In early 2026, the ministry will be engaging municipalities through a short survey to
better understand how the OMPF is supporting local communities.

The Ministry of Provincial-Local Finance Division will be providing your municipal
treasurers and clerk-treasurers with further details on your 2026 OMPF allocation. Supporting
materials on the 2026 program are available on the website at
Ontario.ca/document/2026-ontario-municipal-partnership-fund.  

As we continue to work together to build up our communities and move economy
forward, maintaining a close relationship with our municipal partners remains critical. I look
forward to our continued collaboration in building a stronger future for our province.

Sincerely,

Peter Bethlenfalvy
Minister of Finance

c: The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
   The Honourable Lisa M. Thompson, Minister of Rural Affairs
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Ministry of Finance 
Provincial-Local Finance 
Division 
Frost Building North 
95 Grosvenor Street 
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Ministère des Finances 
Division des relations provinciales 
municipales en matière de finances 
Édifice Frost Nord 
95 rue Grosvenor 
Toronto, ON   M7A 1Y7 
 
 

 

 
 

1  TCT1 

October 31, 2025  
 
 
Dear Treasurer/Clerk-Treasurer: 
 
As outlined by the Minister of Finance in the October 31 letter to Heads of Council, a 
further $50 million is being invested by the Province in the Ontario Municipal 
Partnership Fund (OMPF) in 2026, bringing the two-year increase to $100 million and 
the total funding envelope to $600 million annually. This letter provides additional 
information regarding your municipality’s 2026 OMPF allocation.  
 
I am pleased to advise that in 2026 your municipality will benefit from an increase in 
OMPF funding compared to 2025. 
 
2026 OMPF 
 
As part of the phased-in increase to the OMPF, the program will provide $600 million to 
recipient municipalities in 2026. 
 
Details of the enhancement to the core grant components of the program and 
Transitional Assistance include: 
 
Core Grant Component Enhancements: 
 

• The Assessment Equalization Grant component will increase to $161 million 
from $155 million to better support municipalities with limited property 
assessment.  
 

• The Rural Communities Grant component will increase to $187 million from 
$171 million in recognition of the challenges of rural municipalities, including rural 
farming communities.   
 

• The Northern Communities Grant component will increase to $121 million 
from $105 million in recognition of the challenges of northern municipalities. 
 

• The Northern and Rural Fiscal Circumstances Grant component will 
increase to $125 million from $109 million to support northern and rural 
municipalities with challenging fiscal circumstances. 
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Details related to grant parameters are outlined in the 2026 OMPF Technical Guide and 
will be included in individual municipal workbooks that will be shared with treasurers and 
clerk-treasurers in the coming weeks. 
 
Transitional Assistance: 
 
Transitional Assistance will ensure that municipalities in northern Ontario receive at 
least 90 per cent of their 2025 allocation, and municipalities in southern Ontario receive 
at least 85 per cent. 

 
Survey of OMPF Recipients  
 
In early 2026, the ministry will be engaging OMPF recipient municipalities through a 
short survey to better understand how the OMPF is supporting local communities. 
 
2026 OMPF – SUPPORTING MATERIAL 
 
To assist municipalities in understanding the OMPF and their individual 2026 
allocations, the Ministry of Finance provides detailed and customized supporting 
documentation: 
 

A. 2026 OMPF Allocation Notice and Inserts  
B. 2026 OMPF Technical Guide 
C. Municipal Workbooks  

 
 

A. 2026 OMPF Allocation Notice and Inserts 
 
The OMPF Allocation Notice and Inserts outline individual municipal OMPF 
allocations by grant component, and also provide a summary of 2026 key data 
inputs. A municipality’s 2026 allocation is noted on line A. 

                                                        
                                                                  

B. 2026 OMPF Technical Guide 
 
The 2026 OMPF Technical Guide provides information with respect to individual 
grant thresholds, parameters and data sources. 
 
 

C. 2026 Municipal Workbooks  
 
The 2026 OMPF Workbook and the 2026 Northern and Rural Municipal Fiscal 
Circumstances Index (MFCI) Workbook (if applicable) provide detailed calculations 
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of the 2026 OMPF grant components, the determination of the Northern and Rural 
MFCI, and outline all underlying data elements. 
 
These workbooks will be provided electronically to municipal treasurers and clerk-
treasurers in the coming weeks.   

 
The 2026 OMPF Technical Guide, as well as municipal allocations, are also available 
electronically on the Ministry’s website: 
 
www.ontario.ca/document/2026-ontario-municipal-partnership-fund 

 
2026 PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
 
The 2026 Cash Flow Notice identifies your municipality’s quarterly payment schedule. 
Payments will be processed at the end of January, April, July, and October 2026. As 
outlined in the following section, OMPF payments are subject to holdback for 
municipalities that do not comply with applicable reporting requirements. 
 
 
2026 REPORTING OBLIGATIONS 
 
As you know, OMPF payments are subject to compliance with the program’s reporting 
obligations. 
 
Specifically, municipalities are required to submit Financial Information Returns (FIR) to 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) and tax-rate bylaws through the 
Online Property Tax Analysis (OPTA) system or to MMAH as outlined in the following 
schedule: 
 
2026 OMPF Reporting 
Obligations 

2025 FIRs  By May 31, 2026 

2026 tax-rates  By August 31, 2026 
 
Payments for municipalities that do not meet their 2026 reporting obligations will be 
subject to holdback, beginning with the 2026 fourth quarterly payment, until these 
documents have been filed. 
 
If you require additional information regarding the OMPF, you may e-mail your inquiries 
and contact information to: info.ompf@ontario.ca. 
 
In closing, we would like to thank you for your ongoing partnership. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you on the OMPF. 
 

OMPF - Letter to Treasurer | Page - 11211.3.1 Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) Allocati...

http://www.ontario.ca/document/2026-ontario-municipal-partnership-fund
mailto:info.ompf@ontario.ca


 
 
 
 

4  TCT1 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ian Freeman   
Assistant Deputy Minister  
Provincial-Local Finance Division 
 
 
c.   Caspar Hall 

Assistant Deputy Minister 
Local Government Division 

  Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
 

Sean Fraser 
 Assistant Deputy Minister 
 Municipal and Housing Operations Division 
 Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
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 Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) 

Ontario Ministry of Finance 
Provincial-Local Finance Division Issued: October 2025 

2026 Cash Flow Notice 

Township of Val Rita-Harty 5670 
  

 
A  Total 2026 OMPF (2026 Allocation Notice, Line A) 
 

 
See Note below 

 

 
$434,400 

 

  

B  2026 OMPF Quarterly Payments Schedule $434,400 
  

1. 2026 OMPF First Quarter Payment Scheduled for January 2026 $108,600 

2. 2026 OMPF Second Quarter Payment Scheduled for April 2026 $108,600 

3. 2026 OMPF Third Quarter Payment Scheduled for July 2026 $108,600 

4. 2026 OMPF Fourth Quarter Payment Scheduled for October 2026 $108,600 
 

Note: Your municipality's 2026 OMPF allocation is identified on Line A of your 2026 OMPF Allocation Notice. 
Please refer to the enclosed correspondence for further details. 
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 Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) 

Ontario Ministry of Finance 
Provincial-Local Finance Division Issued: October 2025 

  

2026 Cash Flow Notice 

Township of Val Rita-Harty 5670 
  

2026 Cash Flow Notice - Line Item Descriptions 

A Total 2026 OMPF allocation. See 2026 OMPF Allocation Notice, Line A. 

B1 - B4 
Scheduled quarterly payments in respect of the 2026 OMPF allocation. Payments will be subject to 
holdback pending submission of the applicable outstanding reporting requirements. Please refer to 
the Reporting Obligations section of the 2026 OMPF Technical Guide. 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Description:  

The Provincial Government has announced the OMPF annual allocation for Ontario 

municipalities to support fiscal challenges. The funding supports sustainability of Ontario’s 

small, northern and rural municipalities to provide critical services to people across the 

Province. 

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan: 

The OMPF plays a critical role in strategic planning by providing essential financial resources 

that the Municipality requires to achieve long-term goals and meet our strategic planning 

priorities.  The OMPF funding is a key element in budgetary considerations and financial 

implications to ensure that resources are allocated efficiently.  This aligns with the Municipal 

Strategic Plan by ensuring that resources are allocated efficiently to achieve desired outcomes 

and improve quality of life for our residents. 

Recommandation / Recommendation: 

For information purposes only. 

 

Financial Implications:   

➢ 2026 Allocation:  $434,400 

➢ 2025 Allocation: $403,400 

➢ 2024 Allocation: $366,900 

 

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:   

Barbara Major, Deputy Clerk 

Item #: 11     Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk 

Date : November 18, 2025   pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re :  For Information-Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) Allocation 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality

____________________________________________________
______

Description:  

The Northern Ontario Resource Development Support is a successful pilot project funding 
program having permitted municipalities to acquire funding to advance capital projects. The 
continuation of the program on a permanent basis is of immense benefit in relieving financial 
pressures.

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan:

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency, accountability, 
maximizing opportunities and mobilizing resources to support long term infrastructure 
sustainability.

Recommandation / Recommendation:

THAT Council for the Township of Val Rita-Harty support the Town of Kapuskasing Resolution.

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:  

Barbara Major

Deputy Clerk

Item #: 11  Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk

Date : November 18, 2025 pour / for: conseil / Council 

Sujet / Re :  Support for the Town of Kapuskasing resolution urging the Provincial 
Government to make the Northern Ontario Resource Development Support (NORDS) a 
permanent funding program.
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality

____________________________________________________
______

Description:  

The City of Dryden is seeking resolution endorsement for the Ministry of Education to 
incorporate mandatory water safety and Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school 
curriculum for all Ontario Students.

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan:

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency and accountability.

Recommandation / Recommendation:

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council supports the resolution from the City of Dryden 
urging the Minister of Education to incorporate mandatory water safety and Swim-to-Survive 
training into the elementary school curriculum for all Ontario students.

Financial Implications:  Nil

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:  

Barbara Major

Deputy Clerk

Item #: 11  Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk

Date : November 18, 2025 pour / for: conseil / Council 

Sujet / Re :  Resolution support for City of Dryden, Survive-To-Swim mandatory training
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Description:  

Peterborough County Council is requesting resolution support to urge the Provincial 

Government to re-instate the eligibility for curbside blue box collection January 1, 2026 for non-

profit organizations, such as food banks. Non-profit organizations have been deemed to be 

ineligible for producer blue box collection effective January 1, 2026. 

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan: 

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency and accountability. 

Recommandation / Recommendation: 

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council does hereby support the resolution from 

Peterborough County Council in urging the Provincial Government to re-instate the eligibility 

for curbside blue box collection January 1, 2026 for non-profit organizations, such as food 

banks. 

 

Financial Implications:  Nil 

 

 

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:   

Barbara Major, Deputy Clerk 

Item #: 11     Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk 

Date : November 18, 2025   pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re :  Resolution Support to re-instate Curbside Blue Box Collections for Non-Profit 

Organizations 
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Clerk

From: Clerk
Sent: Saturday, November 8, 2025 10:28 AM
To: Barbara Major
Subject: FW: Peterborough County Council Resolution Re: Re-instating the Eligibility for Curbside 

Blue Box Collection January 1 2026, for Nonprofit Organizations

 
 

From: Salisko, Holly <HSalisko@ptbocounty.ca>  
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 11:36 AM 
Subject: Peterborough County Council Resolution Re: Re-instating the Eligibility for Curbside Blue Box Collection January 
1 2026, for Nonprofit Organizations 
 
Good morning, 
 
Please note at their meeting on November 5, 2025, Peterborough County Council passed the 
following resolution: 
 
Resolution No. 203-2025 
  
Moved by Deputy Warden Senis 
Seconded by Councillor Taylor 
  
Whereas the Province of Ontario designated producers to be responsible to collect recycling in the 
Province; and 
  
Whereas nonprofit organizations, including our local food banks, have been deemed ineligible for 
producer blue box collection effective January 1 2026; and 
  
Whereas food insecurity is a local, provincial and federal issue; and 
  
Whereas food banks need to receive grocery items that are delivered in cardboard boxes and cartons 
which generate copious amounts of recyclable material; and 
  
Whereas food banks are volunteer and donation based with no revenue collected to pay for services 
such as removal of recyclable materials; 
  
Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the County of Peterborough strongly urges the Province to 
re-instate the eligibility for curbside blue box collection January 1 2026, for nonprofit organizations, 
such as food banks; and 
  
That this motion be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks, MPP Dave Smith, MPP Laurie Scott, MPP David Piccini, the City of Peterborough, EOWC, 
AMO, and all Ontario municipalities for support. 

Carried
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Should you have any questions or concerns please contact Kari Stevenson, Director of Legislative 
Services/Clerk at kstevenson@ptbocounty.ca. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Holly Salisko 
Administrative Services Assistant | Clerk's Division/Planning 
Peterborough County 
(705) 743-0380 Ext. 2105 
  
This message, including any attachments, is confidential and/or privileged, and intended only for the 
addressee(s) named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not read, use, or 
disseminate the information contained in this email. If you received this email in error, please notify 
the sender immediately by telephone, fax, or email, and shred this confidential/privileged email, 
including any attachments, without making a copy. Access to this email by anyone else is 
unauthorized. 
  
Should you/the sender submit letters and/or other communications or material that contain 
personal information to the Council, such personal information may become part of a public record 
and may be made available to the public through the Council Agenda process. 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality

____________________________________________________
______

Description: 

The Northern Ontario Women’s (NOW) Association is requesting resolution support with 
respect to Bill 5, Protect Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, insofar as the need to 
protect women’s rights, leadership and environmental health.

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan:

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency and accountability.

Recommandation / Recommendation:

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council does hereby support the resolution from the 
Northern Ontario Women’s Association in urging the Provincial Government to protect 
women’s rights, leadership and environmental health.

Financial Implications:  Nil

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:  

Barbara Major, Deputy Clerk

Item #: 11 Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk

Date : November 18, 2025 pour / for: conseil / Council 

Sujet / Re :  NOW Association – Resolution support to ensure Women’s Rights, Leadership, 
Safety and Well-being in development under Bill 5
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Description:   

Dillon Consulting Ltd. has submitted their work plan and fee estimate to prepare the 2026 

Summary Monitoring Report for the Township of Val Rita-Harty’s Landfill Site.   

The undertaking includes an annual review of sampling procedures and protocols by the 

Municipality; annual sampling of the long-term monitoring wells and the additional five shallow 

wells requested by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks; annual water level 

measurement in all and preparation of the 2026 Summary Monitoring Report. 

 

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan: 

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency and accountability. 

 

Recommandation / Recommendation: 

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council acknowledges that it has read the Terms of 

Engagement and authorizes Dillon Consulting Ltd. to proceed with the work described in the 

Offer of Services letter for the Township of Val Rita-Harty Landfill Site at a cost of $15,000 

(excluding applicable taxes) and FURTHERMORE authorizes the Treasurer to execute the 

Agreement for Professional Services. 

 

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:   

Barbara Major 

Deputy Clerk 

Item #: 12       Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk 

Date : October 10, 2025   pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re :  Dillon Consulting Agreement for 2026 monitoring Landfill Site 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Description:  

At the October 21, 2025 regular meeting, by means of Resolution #25-137, Council approved 

Internet and Telephone Voting for the 2026 Municipal and School Board elections. Council 

directed that the necessary bylaw and agreement contract be prepared. The bylaw forms part 

of the current agenda package. Approval is required to authorize the Deputy Clerk to enter into 

an agreement with Intelivote Systems Inc. 

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan: 

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency, accountability and 

communication. 

Recommandation / Recommendation: 

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council authorize the Deputy Clerk to enter into an 

agreement with Intelivote Systems Inc. for Internet and Telephone Voting (eVoting) at a cost of 

$4,313 (plus applicable taxes). 

 

Financial Implications:  2026 Budget 

 

Rapport soumis par / Respectfully submitted:   

Barbara Major 

Deputy Clerk 

Item #: 4.1     Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk 

Date : November 18, 2025   pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re :  Agreement with Intelivote Systems Inc. for evoting services 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Description:  

The province has provided funding known as the Northern Ontario Resource Development 

Support (NORDS) Fund annually over five years to municipalities in Northern Ontario to support 

investments in local infrastructure. Val Rita Harty has used the funds in the past 4 years in 

varying degrees. In 2025, there remained a balance of approximately $118,000 of the funding 

that needed to be used before March 31, 2026. VRH tendered for gravel prices in the spring of 

2025 ($24.35 / ton). The grant covers 100% of eligible costs (ie. using these funds has no impact 

on the municipal tax or water levies). The NORDS funding cannot be used for water 

infrastructure.       

The tendered price for gravel was used and Public Works arranged for 4801 tons of gravel to be 

laid on approx. 6 kms of Dagenais, Cargill and Concession 12&13 – see map below). The gravel 

was laid in early November.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item #: 4.1    Personnel responsable / staff: Dan Gagnon-E4m 

Date     pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re : Provincial NORDS funding and Gravel project  

 

NORDS Project-Amendment to Budget  | Page - 13912.3 NORDS Project-Amendment to Budget



Recommendation: 

THAT Council approve the use of $118,838.10 of NORDS funding for gravel on rural roads using 

the 2025 tendered rates; and   

THAT the Treasurer be authorized to utilize the NORDS funding from the reserve and from 2025 

NORDS outstanding funding to be received; and 

THAT the remaining project costs be taken from the 2025 general account to cover the 

expense; and 

FURTHERMORE that the 2025 budget be amended to reflect this project. 
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Municipalité de Val Rita-Harty Municipality 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Description:  

The annual Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) conference is being hosted in Toronto 

January 18-20, 2026. Previously the Township of Val Rita-Harty Council has authorized 

attendance by the Mayor and one Councillor. 

The deadline for delegation requests is November 18, 2026 and these requests have been 

submitted to several Ministers/Ministries. Topics for presentation are Request for Additional 

Provincial Funding for the Val Rita Water Treatment Facility Rehabilitation Project and Highway 

11 closure regarding enforcement failure and resulting municipal road damage. 

Direction from Council in terms of which Councillor will be attending with Mayor Baril is 

required to undertake registration.  

Lien avec plan stratégique / Link to Strategic Plan: 

The report aligns with the Municipal Strategic Plan by ensuring transparency and accountability. 

Recommandation / Recommendation: 

THAT the Municipality of Val Rita-Harty Council approves the attendance of Mayor Baril and 

Councillor _____________ to the ROMA conference being held in Toronto January 18-20, 2026. 

Financial Implications: 

Conference costs – 2026 budget   

 

Rapport soumis par / respectfully submitted:   

Barbara Major, Deputy Clerk 

Item #: 16     Personnel responsable / staff:  Deputy Clerk 

Date : November 18, 2025   pour / for: conseil / Council  

Sujet / Re :  ROMA Conference-January 18-January 20, 2026 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF VAL RITA HARTY 
 
 

BYLAW NUMBER 1225-25 

 
BEING A BYLAW TO CONFIRM THE PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL 

 
Legal Authority  
 
Scope of Powers 
Section 8(1) of the Municipal Act¸ 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, (“Municipal Act”) as amended, 
provides that the powers of a municipality shall be interpreted broadly so as to confer broad 
authority on municipalities to enable them to govern their affairs as they consider 
appropriate, and to enhance their ability to respond to municipal issues. 
 
Powers of a Natural Person 
Section 9 of the Municipal Act provides that a municipality has the capacity, rights, powers 
and privileges of a natural person for the purpose of exercising its authority under this or 
any other Act. 
 
Powers Exercised by Council 
Section 5 (1) of the Municipal Act provides that the powers of a municipality shall be 
exercised by its Council 
 
Powers Exercised by By-law 
Section 5(3) of the Municipal Act provides that a municipal power, including a municipality’s 
capacity, rights, powers and privileges under section 9, shall be exercised by bylaw unless 
the municipality is specifically authorized to do otherwise. 
 
 
Preamble 
 
Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty (“Council”) 
acknowledges that many of the decisions it makes during a meeting of Council, 
regular, special, or otherwise, are done by resolution.  Section 5 (3) requires that 
Council exercise their powers by Bylaw. 
 
Council further acknowledges that the passing of resolutions are more expedient than 
adopting Bylaws for each decision. 
 
Decision 
 
Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty decides it in the best 
interest of the Corporation to confirm its decisions by way of Confirmatory Bylaw. 
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Direction 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Val Rita Harty 
directs as follows:  

 
1. The Confirmatory Period of this By-Law shall be for the Regular Council meeting of 

November 18, 2025. 
 

2. All By-Laws passed by the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Val Rita 
Harty during the period mentioned in Section 1 are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

 
3. All resolutions passed by the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Val 

Rita Harty during the period mentioned in Section 1 are hereby ratified and 
confirmed. 

 
4. All other proceedings, decisions, and directives of the Council of the Corporation of 

the Municipality of Val Rita Harty during the period mentioned in Section 1 are 
hereby ratified and confirmed. 

 
5. This Bylaw takes effect on the day of its final passing. 

 
 

Read and adopted by Resolution 25-163 this 18th  Day of November 2025. 

 

 

__________________________  ___________________________ 
Mayor      Deputy Clerk 
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